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Gen er al  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
 
 
 

• All candidates must  receive the same t reatment . 

Exam iners must  mark the first  candidate in exact ly the 

same way as they mark the last .  

• Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates 
must  be rewarded for what  they have shown they can 

do rather than be penalised for om issions. 

• Exam iners should mark according to the mark scheme, 
not  according to their percept ion of where the grade 

boundar ies may lie. 
 

• There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on the 

mark scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All of the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 

awarded. Exam iners should always award full marks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme. 

Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero marks 

if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  

according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement  is required, mark schemes will 
provide the pr inciples by which marks will be awarded 

and exemplif icat ion m ay be lim ited. 

• When examiners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion 
of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 

leader must  be consulted. 
 

• Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the 

candidate has replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 

 



Pap er  1  

SECTI ON A  

Assessment  Object ive:  

• AO1 – read and understand a var iety of texts, select ing and 

ordering informat ion, ideas and opinions from the texts 

provided. (30 marks)  

Tex t  On e  
 

Quest ion 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1  One mark for  any t w o  of the following:  
• midnight  skies light  up 

• colourful 

• lots of different  colours/ green, pale blue and 

somet imes pink 
• beaut iful 
• lights r ipple across the heavens/ sky 

 

 
 

(2 x 1)  
 

( 2 )  
 

 
Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

2  One mark each for any t h r ee  of the following:  

• because his mum was away/ she was st r ict  about  

bedt ime 

• he knew his dad would let  him  

• to go out  with his fr iends/  to be outside 

• a rare chance to be out  late 

• to get  fish and chips 

• because there was no school the next  day 

• freedom 

 

 

 (3 x 1)  ( 3 )  
 

 
Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

3  One mark each for any t h r ee  of the following in  ow n  

w or d s  where possible:  

• he had never seen them before 

• he was mesmerised/ fascinated/ amazed/ surpr ised 

• he thought  they were mysterious/ other worldly 

• they seemed astonishing/ awesome/ breathtaking 

• he really enjoyed seeing them 

• he had never experienced a bet ter night  

 

 

 

 

 (3 x 1)  ( 3 )  
 
 

4 

 



 

 
 

 Quest ion    

Number 

 

Answer Mark 

4  One mark each for any t h r ee of the following in  ow n  w or d s  

where possible:  

• he left  the area/ he m oved to the south of England 
• his life was too busy 

• he had fam ily comm itments 

• he did not  get  to go to Scot land as much 

• when he did go it  was the wrong t ime of year 

 

 (3 x 1)  ( 3 )  
 

 
 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

5  One mark each for any t w o  of the following:  
• his children think it  is cool 

• they thank their father for showing them the 

Northern Lights 

• the father is emot ional/ he is crying 
• he feels happy to be back home 

 

 
 

(2 x 1)  
 

( 2 )  

Tex t  Tw o  
 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

6  One mark each for any of the following:  

• could not  see the sun 
• it  was cloudy 

• nobody seemed to take any not ice 

 

 
 

(1 x 1)  
 

( 1 )  

 
Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

7  One mark each for any t h r ee of the following in  o w n  
w or d s where possible:  

• darkness/  it  was even darker than expected 

• cold 

• unusual colour of light  

• speed at  which darkness fell 

• a sense of unnatural calmness/ a st range lack of 

movement  in the air  

• it  very suddenly began to get  light  again 

• the suddenness of the change surpr ised 

everyone/  it  all seemed speeded up enormously 
• he did not  sense the movement  of the moon’s 

shadow 

• he felt  he m ight  not  have watched closely enough 

 

 (3 x 1)  ( 3 )  
5 

 



Thought  he had m issed 

an important  event  (1)  

‘m issed out  on 

something really big’ 

(1)  

He was annoyed that  he 

had not  been able to 

see it  (1)  

‘frust rat ing we had not  

been able to see’ (1)  

He had a picture of 

what  it  looked like (1)  

‘The image of the eclipsed 

sun was just  that  – an 

image’ (1)  

He could not  link this to 

the realit y of what  he 

saw (1)  

‘st rangely hard to 

connect  to what  we had 

just  witnessed.’ (1)  

He was disappointed (1)  ‘The sense of ant i-  

climax for  me was 

immense.’/ ‘I t  was a 

feeling of something not  
complete.’ (1)  

He felt  he should have 

watched it  somewhere 

else (1)  

‘I  also had a nagging 

feeling that  I  m ight  

have had a bet ter 

view... ’ (1)  

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

8  One mark each for any t w o  points. Further mark for 

development / support / detail for each point .  

                                            
Point                                 Development / Support            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reward all valid responses and use of evidence. 
 

(2 x 2)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
( 4 )  

 

 
 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

9  One mark each for any t h r ee of the following in  o w n  

w or d s where possible:  
• thought  it  was like an ancient  r itual 

• commented on the crowds of people watching an 

amazing natural event / they were amazed 
• it  was a completely new experience 
• thought  it  was unearthly/ eer ie (allow eer ie)  

• there was a sense of being taken to another 

world 

• it  m ade them feel small/ humble 

 

 (3 x 1)  ( 3 )  
 
 
 
 
 

6 

 



Bot h  Tex t s  
 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 0  Accept  EI THER choice:  

For chosen text :  (4 marks)  

Tw o marks for choice stated with clear personal 
response 

shown;  

Tw o marks for clear reference to text  with examples 

given 

from text  to support  choice made e.g. 

• points m ade about  how awe- inspir ing the 

event  was – both texts 

• points made about  the detail of the descript ion 

of the event  – both texts 

• Text  One refers to something that  happens 

every year 
• Text  One has more direct  speech 

• Text  One describes the area 

• Text  One is more informal in tone 

• Text  Two may be seen as a more 

reflect ive/ analyt ical account  than Text  One 
• Text  Two has more detail about  the event  

• Text  Two has other adults’ react ions 

• Text  Two uses a famous person (Pat r ick 

Moore)  to add to the descript ion 
 
For the other text :  (2 marks)  

On e mark for a clear personal response for reason 

text  not  chosen. 

On e mark for an example to illust rate reason. 
 
Marks may be awarded for development  of points as 

well as reference. 
 
Close crit ical analysis of language is an acceptable 

response. 
 
Exam iners must  evaluate answers on their mer its and 

be alert  to unusual responses which are, however, 

j ust if ied by evidence. 

 
Reward all valid responses that  clear ly state the reasons 

for the choices made. 

 

  
(4 +  2)  

 
( 6 )  
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SECTI ON B 

Assessment  Object ives:  

• AO1 – read and understand a variety of texts, select ing and 

ordering informat ion, ideas and opinions from the texts 

provided. (10 marks)  
 

• AO2 – adapt  forms and types of writ ing for specific purposes 

and audiences using appropriate sty les. (20 marks)  

• AO3 – Write clear ly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence 

st ructures, with accurate spelling, paragraphing, grammar and 

punctuat ion. (5 marks)  
 
 

Quest ion 

Number 

I ndicat ive content  

1 1  A suitable register for a talk to peers should be adopted. 

Candidates should address all areas. The following list  indicates some 

points that  candidates may make but  there are other possibilit ies. 

Some candidates may interpret  the task more widely and use 

examples of other natural events than those ment ioned in the 

passages. 

W h at  t h e ex p er ien ce w as l ik e :  

• beaut iful light  pat terns 
• many colours in the sky 

• a myst ical exper ience 

• a weird exper ience 

• an amazing exper ience 

• darkness was sudden 

• changing colour of the sky 

• confused animals 
• cold 

• silence 

• st illness 

• sudden changes in the light  
 
W h at  w as en j oy ab le ab ou t  i t :  

• it  was beaut iful 
• it  was enchant ing 

• there was a sense of being in a different  world 

• it  gave a sense of our place in the universe 

• you felt  honoured to have seen it  

• everyone could exper ience it  

 
W h at  w as d isap p o in t in g :  

• cannot  always be in the r ight  place to see the event  
• the weather can get  in the way 

• cannot  always see the event 

• people feel unhappy if they do not  get  the full exper ience 

 
Reward all valid points. 

 

 
 
 

8 

 



AO1  

Use professional j udgment  to award up to a maximum of 10 marks 

according to the following gr id. Placing in any of the mark bands 

should be on a ‘best - fit ’ basis. 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 
Candidates should have:  

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable mater ial 

Lev el  1  1-2 • referred to at  least  on e bullet  point  
• included a small num ber of points with som e relevance 

• included some basic reference to experiences 

• demonst rated a lim ited ability to locate and ret r ieve 

ideas and informat ion 
• given a relevant  amount  of lim ited detail 

Lev el  2  3-4 • offered comment  on at  least  t w o  of the bullet  points 
• given some relevant  points 

• demonst rated some awareness of experiences 

• brought  in some relevant  support ive points or evidence 

• offered detail based on some relevant  informat ion 

• showed some reasonable awareness of what  was 

enjoyable 

Lev el  3  5-6 • covered all t h r ee bullet  points securely 
• offered a reasonable number of relevant  points 

• demonst rated sound awareness of the experiences 

• showed secure appreciat ion of posit ive and negat ive 
aspects 

• used appropr iate m aterial relevant ly 

• showed sound awareness of all 3 bullet  points 

Lev el  4  7-8 • covered all t h r ee bullet  points systemat ically 

• offered a good number of relevant  points, probably 

such as those suggested in indicat ive content  

• demonst rated sustained considerat ion of the 

experiences 

• made well- focused, pert inent  comments about  all 
aspects 

• used evidence in an effect ive way 
• demonst rated a good appreciat ion of all 3 bullet  points 

Lev el  5  9-10 • covered all t h r ee bullet  points in appropr iate depth 

• offered a wide range of relevant  points such as those 

suggested in indicat ive content  

• demonst rated st rong regard to the nature of the 

experiences 

• presented well- focused comments with st rong 

reference to all aspects 

• supported their points st rongly with apt  and well-  

chosen examples 
• showed st rong insight  into all 3 bullet  points 

 
 
 
 
 

9 

 



AO2  

Use professional j udgment  to award up to a maximum of 20 marks 

according to the following gr id. Placing in any of the mark bands 

should be on a ‘best - fit ’ basis. 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial 

Lev el  1  1-4 • some indicat ion that  the text  is intended as a talk 
• some lim ited at tempt  to engage reader in subject  

• basic ability to f it  language to required task 

• has at  least  some acknowledgement  of the 

intended audience 

Lev el  2  5-8 • a fair  at tempt  to create a talk in a suitable format  

• generally adopts reasonably appropr iate tone, 

but  not  sharply convincing or consistent  
• some at tempt  to fit  language and style to 

purpose 

• has some register relevant  to the specified 

audience 

Lev el  3  9-12 • sound in its capacity to wr ite appropr iately for a 

talk 

• a clear grasp of how to relate to the specified 

audience 
• writes with sound cont rol over sty le and tone 

• choice of register and vocabulary relates soundly 

to audience (peers)  

Lev el  4  13-  

16 

• writ ing shows good appreciat ion of required 

approach and format  for a talk 
• a good, well- chosen tone of voice 

• vocabulary var ied, flexible and appropr iate to the 

task 

• relates well to the intended audience (peers) , with 

use of appropr iate register  

Lev el  5  17-  

20 

• style and st ructure very successful and highly 

appropriate to a talk 
• successful and consistent  adopt ion of apt  tone 

• choice of register and vocabulary ext remely well-  

adapted to audience (peers) , communicat ing 

effect ively and lucidly 

• engages audience with sympathy, f lair  and 

assured language cont rol 
• an excellent , percept ive awareness of form at  
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AO3  ( QW C)  

Use professional j udgement  to award up to a maximum of 5 marks 

according to the following gr id. Placing in any of the mark bands 

should be on a ‘best - fit ’ basis 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Punctuat ion Grammar Spelling 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable mater ial 

Lev el  1  1 Basic punctuat ion 

is used with 

some cont rol 

Grammat ical 

st ructuring shows 

some cont rol 

Spelling of 

common 

words is usually 

correct , though 

inconsistencies are 

present 

Lev el  2  2 Full stops, capital 

let ters, quest ion 

marks are used, 

together with 

some other 

marks, most ly 

correct ly 

Grammat ical 

st ructuring of simple 

and some complex 

sentences is usually 

correct  

Spelling of simple 
words and more 

complex words is 

usually correct  

Lev el  3  3 Cont rol of 

punctuat ion is 

most ly 

secure, including 

use of speech 

marks and 

apost rophes 

Grammat ical 

st ructures are 

accurate and used 

to convey 

meanings clear ly, 

with only 

occasional errors 

Spelling of a wide 

range of words is 

accurate 

Lev el  4  4 Punctuat ion is 

accurate, with a 

wide range of 

marks used 

to enhance 

communicat ion, 

according to the 

part icular focus 

within this t r iplet  

A wide range of 

grammat ical 

st ructuring is used 

accurately and 

effect ively to 

examine the wr iter ’s 

chosen issues 

Spelling is almost  

always accurate, 

with only 

occasional slips 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

 



 

Lev el  5  5 Cont rol of the full 

range of 

punctuat ion 

marks is precise, 

enabling intended 

emphasis and 

effects to be 

conveyed (e.g. by 

the deployment  of 

sem i-colons, pairs 

of commas or 

dashes to indicate 

apposit ion or 

interpolat ion)  

Grammat ical 

st ructuring is 

ambit ious and 

assured, with 

sophist icated cont rol 

of expression and 

meaning 

Spelling of a wide 

and ambit ious 
vocabulary 
is consistent ly 

accurate 
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SECTI ON C 

Assessment  Object ives:  

• AO2 – adapt  forms and types of wr it ing for specific purposes and 

audiences using appropriate sty les. (25 marks)  

• AO3 (QWC)  – wr ite clearly, using a range of vocabulary and 

sentence st ructures, with accurate spelling, paragraphing, gram mar 

and punctuat ion. (10 marks)  
 

Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  

1 2  ( a)  As no audience is specified, the exam iner is assumed to be the 

audience. 
 
Candidates are free to agree or disagree with the statement  and may 

present  a variety of arguments. 

 
Content  may include references to:  how parents should cont rol children 

and whether these methods are fair;  why children need more cont rol;  

whether parents are effect ive;  whether children have respect  for their 

parents. 

 
Exam iners should be open to a wide range of interpretat ion. 

 
Quest ion 

Number 

I ndicat ive content  

1 2  ( b )  No indicat ive content  can be specified, since candidates may choose to 

interpret  the t it le as they wish. 
 
Candidates should be rewarded for such qualit ies as a sense of drama, 

viv id descr ipt ion, excitement  or suspense. 
 
Exam iners should be open to a wide range of interpretat ion. 

 
Quest ion 
Number 

I ndicat ive content  

1 2  ( c)  Candidates may choose different  t imes of year and lengths of t im e – it  

may be one day or several, a week, a month or a season. 
 
Candidates should be rewarded for their  powers to evoke a sense of 

atmosphere, using effect ive vocabulary. 

 
Exam iners should be open to a wide range of interpretat ion. 
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AO2  

Use professional j udgment  to award up to a maximum of 25 marks 

according to the following gr id. Placing in any of the mark bands 

should be on a ‘best - fit ’ basis 

Level Mark Descriptor    

General 

Characterist ics 

Purpose and 

Audience 

Com municat ive 

Effect iveness 

Organisat ion 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable mater ial 

Lev el  1  1-5 The writ ing 

achieves 

l im i t ed  

su ccess  

at  a basic 

level 

There is 

l i t t le  

aw ar en ess 

of the 

purpose of 

the writ ing 

The writ ing 

uses a l im i t ed  

vocabulary and 

shows l i t t le  

v ar iet y  of 

sentence 

st ructure 

Organisat ion 

of 

the mater ial is 

sim p le with 
l im i t ed  

su ccess  

in int roducing 

and 

developing 
a response 

Lev el  2  6-10 The writ ing 

expresses 

ideas 

which are 

b r oad ly  

ap p r op r iat e  

There is 

som e 

g r asp  of the 

purpose of 

the writ ing 

The writ ing 

shows som e 

ev id en ce o f  

con t r o l  in the 

choice of 

vocabulary and 

sentence 

st ructure 

Organisat ion 

of the 

mater ial 

shows som e 

g r asp  of text  

st ructure, 

with opening 

and 

development , 
and b r oad ly  

ap p r op r iat e 

 Lev el  3  11-15 The writ ing 

expresses and 

develops ideas 

in a clear , 

o r g an ised  

way 

There is a 

g en er a l l y  

clear  
sense of the 

purpose of 

the writ ing 

The writ ing 

includes w el l  

ch osen  

vocabulary and 

shows som e 

ev id en ce o f  

cr af t in g  in the 

const ruct ion of 

sentences 

Organisat ion 

of the 

mater ial is 

m ost ly  

sou n d , 

with a clear  

text  st ructure, 

con t r o l led  

paragraphing 

to reflect  

opening, 

development  

and closure, 

together with 

secu r e u se of 

cohesive 

devices 
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Lev el  4  16-20 The writ ing 

presents 

ef f ect iv e 

an d  

su st a in ed  

ideas 

There is a 

secu r e, 

su st a in ed  

realisat ion of 

the purpose 

of the 

writ ing 

The writ ing 

has 

ap t ly  

ch osen  

vocabulary 

and 

w el l -  

con t r o l led  

variety in the 

const ruct ion 

of sentences 

Organisat ion 

of the 

mater ial is 

f u l ly  secu r e , 

with a w el l -  

j u d g ed  

text  st ructure, 

ef f ect iv e 

paragraphing 

and 

su ccessfu l  

u se o f  a 

r an g e  

of cohesive 

devices 

between and 

within 

paragraphs 

Lev el  5  21-25 The writ ing 

achieves 

p r ecis ion  an d  

clar i t y  in 

present ing 

com p el l in g  

and 

f u l ly  

d ev elop ed  

ideas 

 

There is 

st r on g , 

con sist en t  

f u l f i lm en t  of 

the writ ing 

task, sh ar p ly  

f ocu sed  on 

the 

writer ’s 

purpose 

The writ ing 

has an 

ex t en siv e 
vocabulary 

and 
m at u r e  

cont rol 

in the 

const ruct ion 

of v ar ied  

sentence 

forms 

Organisat ion 

of 

material is 

assu r ed , with 

sop h ist ica t ed  

cont rol of text  
st ructure, 

sk i l f u l ly  

su st a in ed  

paragraphing 

and the 
ef f ect iv e  

ap p l icat ion  

o f  
a w id e r an g e 

of markers of 

textual 

cohesion 
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AO3  ( QW C)  

Use professional j udgment  to award up to a maximum of 10 marks 

according to the following gr id. Placing in any of the mark bands 

should be on a ‘best - fit ’ basis. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Punctuat ion Grammar Spelling 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable mater ial 

Lev el  1  1-2 Basic punctuat ion is 

used with some 

cont rol 

Grammat ical 

st ructuring shows 

some cont rol 

Spelling of common 

words is usually 

correct , though 

inconsistencies are 

present 

Lev el  2  3-4 Full stops, capital 

let ters, quest ion 

marks are used, 

together with some 

other marks, most ly 

correct ly 

Grammat ical 

st ructuring of simple 

and some complex 

sentences is usually 

correct  

Spelling of simple 

words and more 

complex words is 

usually correct  

Lev el  3  5-6 Cont rol of 

punctuat ion is 

most ly secure, 

including use 

of speech marks and 
apost rophes 

Grammat ical 

st ructures are 

accurate and used 

to convey meanings 

clear ly, with only 

occasional errors 

Spelling of a wide 

range of words is 

accurate 

Lev el  4  7-8 Punctuat ion is 

accurate, with a 

wide range of marks 

used to enhance 

communicat ion, 

according to the 

part icular focus 

within this t r iplet  

A wide range of 

grammat ical 

st ructuring is used 

accurately and 

effect ively to 

examine the wr iter ’s 

chosen issues 

Spelling is almost  

always accurate, 

with only occasional 

slips 

Lev el  5  9-10 Cont rol of the full 

range of 

punctuat ion 

marks is precise, 

enabling intended 

emphasis and 

effects to be 

conveyed (e.g. by 

the deployment  of 

sem i-colons, pairs of 

commas or dashes 

to indicate 

apposit ion or 

interpolat ion)  

Grammat ical 

st ructuring is 

ambit ious and 

assured, with 

sophist icated cont rol 

of expression and 

meaning 

Spelling of a wide 

and am bit ious 

vocabulary is 

consistent ly accurate 
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